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July 10, 2015 
 
 
Charlotte Regional Transportation Planning Organization  
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center 
600 E. Fourth St., 8th Floor 
Charlotte, NC 28202 
 
Dear CRTPO Members: 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
 
The purpose of my writing is to request respectfully—but enthusiastically—that you vote against any TIP 
that includes the current I-77 managed lanes project.  We further request that a new general purpose lanes 
project—encompassing at least exits 23-36 on I-77, if not exits 19-36—be added to the current TIP; any 
such project should be crafted as to provide maximum congestion relief for the Northern Mecklenburg and 
Iredell County regions. 
 
According to recent estimates, building general purpose lanes—including any cancellation penalty—can be 
accomplished using roughly the same taxpayer input as the current managed lanes project, but with no long 
term state liability or negative long term economic effects. 
 
We urge you to consider strongly the ten resolutions passed by governmental bodies such as the 
Mecklenburg County Commission, as well as the resolution passed by the Lake Norman Chamber of 
Commerce.  All of these resolutions request that the state terminate, delay or review the toll lanes project. 
 
Simply put, the Lake Norman region and its business community—of which our motorsports industry is a 
large part—cannot withstand the negative long term economic effects of the toll lanes project.  Published 
estimates show roughly $13 billion potentially being extracted from the local economy due to the toll lanes 
plan.  It is well known and published that toll lanes are not intended to relieve congestion.  Rather, their 
financial success depends on the operational failure of general purpose lanes.  The tolling industry itself 
admits this (Attachment A).  The NCDOT’s own estimates show that the toll lanes will actually slow general 
purpose traffic during the afternoon rush hour.  (Attachment B). 
 
Capacity estimates for the toll lanes are well below the additional 50%-100% capacity that new general 
purposes lanes could provide.  Further, the toll lanes project will limit our trucking capacity for the next 50 
years.  Industries like ours rely on goods shipped and delivered via trucks.  In an interview with WFAE, I-77 
Mobility Partners CEO Javier Tamargo freely admits that the managed lanes are less than ideal for trucks 
and the commerce facilitated by trucking (Attachment C).  To put it plainly, you can’t move race cars, team 
transporters, parts or equipment via a light rail system.  Additionally, neither the toll lanes nor a light rail 
system address the needs of our businesses for intra-city transportation along the I-77 corridor. 
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If the I-77 managed lanes project is being moved along in order to help facilitate the creation of a light rail 
system in Northern Mecklenburg and Iredell Counties—as is being rumored among the local business 
community—it is being done to the peril of our region’s economic viability.  That would be simply shameful.  
There is already much chatter about the exodus of existing and potential employers from our region that 
may ensue should the toll lanes be allowed to continue. 
 
With that said, legendary Charlotte Motor Speedway promoter Humpy Wheeler has gone on record 
predicting that the toll lanes could cause the collapse of the motorsports industry along the I-77 corridor 
(Attachment D).  Trust me, as previewed by recent statements from Fort Mill’s planning director (Attachment 
E), South Carolina—with its open interstates and tax incentives—would be an ideal destination for 
motorsports businesses looking to leave the gridlock of Northern Mecklenburg and Iredell that CRTPO’s 
support of the I-77 toll lanes project will have ensured. 
 
Other states are widely known to have offered financial incentives to lure motorsports businesses.  
Considering South Carolina’s deep experience in the automotive sector and its tax incentives for the 
automotive industry (Attachment F), it is not a far stretch to envision motorsports businesses making the 
jump across the border when the congestion of I-77 finally becomes unbearable. 
 
The motorsports industry has deep roots in North Carolina and the Charlotte region, however motorsports 
businesses are businesses just like any other.  They have to be financially viable.  With sponsorship 
revenues constantly becoming harder and harder for teams to procure, these businesses will continue to 
look for a financial edge.  The 50 years of traffic congestion that will be ensured if CRTPO continues 
supporting the I-77 toll lanes may just be the impetus that some of the businesses in NC’s $6 billion 
motorsports industry need to seek that edge in South Carolina or other regions. 
 
One final point I would like to make about the I-77 toll lanes project involves the human element.  The project 
is being advertised as providing choices.  However, to the majority of employees of all businesses in the 
affected areas, the toll lanes provide no choice at all—the same as they provide our businesses.  Telling 
employees that they have the “choice” of paying $20 per day (estimated to rise to $40 per day by 2035) or 
spending less time with their families, is more akin to demanding a ransom than it is promoting choices. 
 
Thank you for your time.  For your reference, I have attached a listing of select motorsports related entities 
and leaders that have supported petitions calling for the termination, delay or review of the I-77 toll lanes 
project (Attachment G). 
 
While some CRTPO members may have an opposing view on the toll lanes issue, I would like to state that 
overall, we greatly appreciate your past support of racing in the Charlotte area and look forward to your 
continued support of our motorsports industry.   
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Greg Wallace 
Executive Vice President 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attachment A: 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Attachment B: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attachment C: 
 
 
From WFAE’s Website: 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attachment D: 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Attachment D, Continued: 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Attachment E: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Attachment F: 
 
 
From the South Carolina Department of Commerce: 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Attachment F, continued: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


