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O. Bruton Smith

Executive Chairman

Growing up on a modest farm near Oakboro, North Carolina, O. Bruton Smith parlayed his love for “building things” into a business empire, focusing on the motorsports and automotive industries.


An innovator and dynamic business leader, Smith founded Speedway Motorsports Inc. by consolidating his motorsports holdings in December 1994, and in February 1995 he made it the first motorsports company to trade on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE:TRK).


Today, Speedway Motorsports Inc. owns and operates eight premier motorsports facilities: Atlanta Motor Speedway, Bristol Motor Speedway, Charlotte Motor Speedway, Kentucky Speedway, Las Vegas Motor Speedway, New Hampshire Motor Speedway, Sonoma Raceway and Texas Motor Speedway. Speedway Motorsports also provides souvenir merchandising services through its SMI Properties subsidiary; manufactures and distributes smaller-scale, modified racing cars through U.S. Legend Cars International; and markets, produces and distributes motorsports programming to more than 700 radio stations through the Performance Racing Network.

In November 1997, Smith organized his automotive group under the Sonic Automotive flag and took it public on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE:SAH). Sonic Automotive, Inc., a Fortune 500 company based in Charlotte, North Carolina, is one of the nation’s largest automotive retailers, operating in 14 states with more than 100 dealerships representing 25 different brands of automobiles.

Always interested in cars, Smith promoted various racing events during the 1950s, featuring the burgeoning National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing (NASCAR). Through a rough era for the sport, Smith was one of the first truly professional promoters who paid good purses, tended to the needs of the fans and found unique ways to promote events staged at the speedways he leased around North Carolina.

Smith built his first permanent motorsports facility, Charlotte Motor Speedway, and the track opened in June 1960 with NASCAR’s first 600-mile race. While the speedway was successful in attracting large crowds, it was undercapitalized and eventually placed into bankruptcy for the purpose of reorganization. It later became one of the first North Carolina corporations to survive reorganization.


During the reorganization, Smith left Charlotte to pursue other business interests and became quite successful, opening several automotive dealerships. At the same time, he began purchasing shares of stock in Charlotte Motor Speedway. By 1975, Smith had again become the majority stockholder in the speedway, regaining control of the day-to-day operations.


Since that time, Smith has built the 1.5-mile superspeedway into one of the crown jewels on the NASCAR circuit and expanded his footprint on the sport with the addition of seven more world-class facilities, Atlanta Motor Speedway, Bristol Motor Speedway, Kentucky Speedway, Las Vegas Motor Speedway, New Hampshire Motor Speedway, Sonoma Raceway and Texas Motor Speedway. 
His innovative style brought many amenities never before seen, such as plush VIP suites, condominium units, a country club-style restaurant, enclosed clubhouse seating, expansive campground upgrades and leading-edge, contemporary corporate hospitality. 
Smith added a $1.7-million lighting system in 1992 that made it possible for Charlotte Motor Speedway to host the first night race on a modern superspeedway, and in 2011, he added the world’s largest HDTV, which revolutionized the at-track fan experience. He topped his own world record with
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the introduction of “Big Hoss TV,” Texas Motor Speedway’s gargantuan digital board in 2014, and in 2015 announced plans for “Colossus,” the world's largest outdoor, permanent, center-hung digital display, to be built at Bristol Motor Speedway. 
Ever the innovator, Smith built the Neon Garage at Las Vegas Motor Speedway in 2007. Billed as “NASCAR’s Disneyland,” the garage offers fans unprecedented access to race teams and drivers, unique concession areas, live entertainment and the Winner's Circle.


Smith is also very active in philanthropic activities, including Speedway Children’s Charities, which he founded in 1982 as a memoriam and legacy to his son, Bruton Cameron Smith, who passed away at a young age. Given his experience, Smith became passionate about wanting to help children in need and Speedway Children's Charities was created focusing on communities surrounding SMI speedways. 

The mission of Speedway Children's Charities remains true to the ideals it was founded upon more than 30 years ago: To care for children in educational, financial, social and medical need in order to help them lead productive lives. The nonprofit organization has grown to include chapters at each of the eight Speedway Motorsports facilities and has distributed more than $46 million to deserving charities serving the needs of millions of children across the country. Smith received the prestigious NASCAR Award of Excellence in 1997 in recognition of his efforts on behalf of Speedway Children’s Charities.


Among his other accolades, Smith will be inducted into the 2016 class of the NASCAR Hall of Fame. In April 2007, Smith was inducted into the International Motorsports Hall of Fame and he became a member of the National Motorsports Press Association Hall of Fame in January 2006. In 2012, he received the Achievement in Motorsports Tribute Award from the North Carolina Motorsports Association.
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